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Figure 3 
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Client application initiates a 
request. 


* 




Store packetizes the 
response and sends it to the 
virtualizer. 
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Client packetizes the 
request and sends it to the 
virtualizer. 
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Virtualizer receives the 
response, determines that it 
comprises a single packet. 
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Virtualizer receives the 
request and determines that 
it comprises a single packet. 






Virtualizer determines the 
client to which the response 
should be forwarded. 
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Virtualizer determines 
which store will process the 
request. 
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Virtualizer forwards the 
response to the client. 
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Virtualizer forwards the 
request to the chosen store. 






Client receives the response 
and de-packetizes it. 
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Store processes the request, 
creates a corresponding 
response. 
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Client passes the response 
to the initiating application. 


A/1 2 














Figure 4 
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Send any/all queued packets 
for this request ID. 
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Figure 7 



Sending requests for storage sent by at least one 
client computer over the communications network. 
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Receiving the requests for storage in at least one 
communication virtualizer. 
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Transmitting the received requests for storage to a 
plurality of network-attached store computers 
connected to the communication virtualizers, 
wherein the plurality of network-attached store 
computers are configured to appear as a single 
available network-attached store computer. 



